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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ONY-OO SS-15 /027 W 

006366 271322Z/50R 

P 270900Z MAY 78 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8193 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 3070 

STADIS /////////////////////////// 

FOR NEA/ARN HOWELL 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, SY, US 
SUBJECT: SYRIAN JEWRY 

REFS: (A) STATE 130669, (B) STATE 124101 

1 . TOUTAH TOLD CHARGE MAY 25 THAT HE HAD RECENTLY RAISED 
QUESTION OF MARRIAGE PETITIONS WITH COL. MESSAOUD. MESSAOUD 
HAD INFORMED HIM DECISION ON SUCH MATTERS RESTED WITH THE 
PRESIDENT. HE TOLD TOUTAH IT WOULD BE OF NO USE TO PRESENT 
THE FORMAL PETITIONS SINCE HE, MESSAOUD, COULD DO NOTHING 
WITH THEM. HE WOULD LET TOUTAH KNOW WHEN THERE WAS ANY 
WORD. (COMMENT: ALTHOUGH TOUTAH DID NOT SAY SO, IT SEEMS 
OBVIOUS HE INFORMED MESSAOUD THAT U.S. EMBASSY HAD ALREADY 
PRESENTED NAMES TO PRESIDENCY. END COMMENT.) 

2. URGED TOUTAH TO PRESENT AT LEAST THE FULL LIST OF 
NAMES TO MESSAOUD SO THAT HE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO CLAIM 
COMMUNITY HAD NOT PRESENTED CASES TO HIM. SUGGESTED THAT 
IF MESSAOUD HAD THE LIST, HE MIGHT WELL FEEL OBLIGED TO 
REFER IT TO HIGHER AUTHORITIES AND THIS WOULD ASSIST IN 
MOVING THE MATTER FORWARD. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 03070 271319Z 

3. THIS SUGGESTION EVOKED A GOOD DEAL OF UNHAPPINESS 
FROM TOUTAH. CONTRARY TO HIS JUDGMENT THAT THE TIME 
WAS NOT RIGHT TO PRESENT A NEW LIST, WE HAD GONE 
AHEAD AND DONE SO. IF WOULD HAVE BEEN PREFERABLE TO 
WAIT FOR THE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANON, HE 
ASSERTED. LAST SUMMER'S DISCOVERY THAT SYRIAN JEWS 
HAD VISITED ISRAEL WAS ALSO STILL TOO FRESH IN OFFICIALS' 
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MINDS. HE THOUGHT ON BALANCE IT WOULD BE BETTER NOT 
TO PRESENT THE LIST TO MESSAOUD. 

4. COMMENT: CAN UNDERSTAND TOUTAH’S VIEWPOINT. HE 
WILL NOT ACCEPT A POSITION IN WHICH IT LOOKS LIKE HE 
IS TRYING TO PUT PRESSURE ON MESSAOUD. BELIEVE, 

HOWEVER, HE UNDERSTANDS IMPORTANCE OF SOME INVOLVEMENT 
ON BEHALF OF COMMUNITY AND WILL COME AROUND AFTER HE 
HAS HAD A CHANCE TO THINK ABOUT IT. I WILL SEE HIM 
IN NEAR FUTURE TO DELIVER NEW PETITIONS (REF B ), WHICH 
WE HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED, AND EXPLORE THE SUBJECT AGAIN. 
SINCE WE HAVE TAKEN THE LEAD ON THIS BATCH, I AGREE IT 
PROBABLY MAKES LITTLE DIFFERENCE WHETHER HE PRESENTS 
ACTUAL PETITIONS OR A LIST, BUT HE SHOULD BEGIN TO TAKE 
SOME SUPPORTING ACTION. WILL ALSO TRY TO SEE DAOUDY 
IN COMING WEEK TO INQUIRE WHERE THIS SUBJECT STANDS. 
PELLETREAU 
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